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Summary of reasons for decision: 

Psychopathia Sexualis is a historical medical text cataloguing and providing treatment strategies 
for sexually deviant behaviour, from a psychological perspective. The classical style of writing is 
very divorced from modern contemporary texts. Although the taboo subject matter dealt with is 
plainly described, due to its format and academic intention this text will be largely impenetrable 
to many lay readers. First written in 1886, it was expanded with further editions by the author 
Richard von Krafft-Ebing, a preeminent and world-renowned psychiatrist of the time. This 
twelfth edition was published in 1965. The book was classified by the Indecent Publications 
Tribunal in 1967 under the Indecent Publications Act 1963. It was not classified as Indecent 
however an order was made restricting its sale to "persons concerned either professionally or 
students with sexual abnormalities" (sic). It has recently been submitted for reclassification by 
Auckland Council, along with a series of books, as some time has elapsed since that decision. 

By exercise of the FVPC Act, if a publication is likely to cause injury to the public good then its 
availability must be restricted. A restriction on a publication’s availability mns counter to the 






intentions of the right to freedom of expression, however the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 
allows such limitations if they are a reasonable and demonstrably justifiable limitation on the 
right. Whilst this publication describes extreme sex, violence, cruelty and other problematic 
material, the purpose, style, and merit of the text eclipses any harmful impact the text may have 
on a reader. This is particularly so for young readers who will find the text entirely impenetrable 
for reasons stated. All of the activity described in the book is included for the scientific purpose 
of cataloguing human behaviour and in pursuit of remedying the harm such behaviour causes.. It 
would be unreasonable to suggest that there is any likely harm arising from this publication given 
its limited availability, purpose and its age. It would thus be unreasonable to limit the right to 
freedom of expression in respect of this publication. The publication is therefore classified 
Unrestricted. 



